
 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 
Newsletter 12th April 2019 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
As we come to the end of our spring term, I would like 
to thank our pupils for being fantastic learners and 
wonderful ambassadors for Branfil. I have shown many 
visitors around the school over the term - some 
considering the school for their child, some wanting to 
work here, some leading workshops/assemblies for 
our pupils – and without fail, everyone comments on 
the pupils’ behaviour and/or their willingness to 
enthusiastically talk about their learning. We are very 
proud of all of our pupils, as I am sure you are too. 
Thank you all for your continued support which 
enables your children to thrive and our school to be a 
happy learning environment. 
 
I wish you a very Happy Easter! 
 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 
 
 
Year 6 Joke Book 
 
During a PSHE (Personal, 
Social & Health 
Education) lesson, our 
Year 6 pupils have been 
understanding cancer. This 
included learning about what 
cancer is, how it is treated, 
how it affects families and what 
we can do to help.  
 
Our pupils took part in various activities and decided to 
create a joke book for those who may be in need of 
cheering up.  It was the suggestion of one of pupils that 
it be sent to St Francis Hospice to let them know that 
the children at Branfil Primary School are thinking of 
everyone who works, stays and visits the Hospice and 
to add a little cheer. 
 
Mr Edwards, Mrs Cole & Miss Float 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maths Workshop 
 
On the 5th April, year 5 went to Gaynes School to take 
part in a maths workshop.  They learnt about ways to 
track and reduce their carbon footprint, how to 
describe number sequences using algebra and had a 
great time being secondary school pupils for the day. 
Staff and year 10 pupils from Gaynes were very 
impressed with the effort and achievements of all of 
our pupils and some were even lucky enough to be 
awarded a certificate of excellence.  
 
Traffic Congestion outside school  
 
Below is a link which is a great little animation to 
illustrate the problem of traffic congestion around 
school and the safety and environmental implications: 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh-
0Xl2BPtQ&list=PLD5rZwwsKea03MkS6G2qzxFDad4wR
CxdP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Values Based Education 

 
Honesty 
 
Our school value for the month of April is honesty. 
At Branfil we could not agree more with the old 
saying: ‘Honesty is the best policy.’ 
Being honest not only helps to build relationships 
by showing that you are trustworthy and reliable, 
it also allows there to be justice and fairness.  
At Branfil we know people will make mistakes, 
both in their work and their behaviour. What we 
want to teach our children is that by being honest 
about these mistakes, we can work together to 
find solutions and then move forward. 
This month, please make a special effort to show 
your children why honesty is so important and 
how it helps to create positive outcomes.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh-0Xl2BPtQ&list=PLD5rZwwsKea03MkS6G2qzxFDad4wRCxdP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh-0Xl2BPtQ&list=PLD5rZwwsKea03MkS6G2qzxFDad4wRCxdP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh-0Xl2BPtQ&list=PLD5rZwwsKea03MkS6G2qzxFDad4wRCxdP
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Parent Workshops 
 
5 Alder and 5 Hawthorn have been to Gaynes to share 
with parents what they have been getting up to each 
week in their drama workshops where they have been 
exploring the Shakespeare play of Hamlet.  Parents 
were welcomed with coffee and cakes, along with a 
talk from the Headteacher at Gaynes, before attending 
the workshops.  We have had very positive feedback 
from pupils, parents and Gaynes staff, who all enjoyed 
the workshops.   
 
CHANGE OF DATE: 5 Aspen’s parent workshop will 
take place on the 8th May.  
 
Year 4 Egyptian Day 

On Monday 1st 
April, we had an 
Egyptian day. We 
were so lucky to 
have this thrilling 
day! We did lots 
of activities 
including making 

flatbreads, writing our names in hieroglyphics, painting 
Pharaoh headdresses, making clay sarcophaguses and 
Egyptian dancing.  We all dressed up too! It was a great 
day! 

Ella - 4 Birch 

Havering Football League Winners 2019 
 
After playing a tense semi-final match against Harold 
Wood, where Branfil emerged as 3 - 1 winners, Branfil 
played St Joseph’s in the final. 
 
It was an entertaining game as Branfil controlled most 
of the possession but could not take any of the early 
chances that came their way. However, as the game 
was heading towards half time, James popped up with 
yet another goal to give Branfil a deserved lead. 
 
The second half continued with Branfil pressing to find 
a second goal, having shots go inches wide, hitting both 
posts and the cross bar. As Branfil pushed forward 
more, George in goal, was called in to action making 
some fine saves. Eventually the second goal for Branfil 

came as Jack W drove forward from defence. With the 
St Joseph players backing off he reached the outside of 
the area and unleashed a vicious shot that was 
destined for the net. From there Branfil controlled the 
game out to win 2 nil.  Another impressive 
performance from the Branfil Boys, newly crowned 
Havering champions. 
 
Havering Football Cup Winners 
 
Branfil have done the double in impressive style, 
cementing their position as the very best team in 
Havering. 
 
In the cup final they played against St Patrick’s and 
from early on Branfil controlled the game. James 
scored two goals in quick succession, which was 
followed by another goal from Chay. As the opposition 
could only play the long ball game, Will and Jack were 
in control at the back, clearing their lines, allowing 
Branfil to play all the football. James added another to 
achieve his hat-trick, creating an unassailable 4 nil lead 
at half team. 
 
The second half followed the same pattern, although 
St Patrick’s did manage to force George into some agile 
saves. However there were more goals for Branfil as 
the opposition couldn’t cope with their movement and 
passing. Ted added another, followed by a second for 
Chay. Joe completed the rout with a fine finish making 
the final score 7 nil to Branfil.  

 
Branfil have been a joy to watch this season, 
consistently showing excellent sportsmanship and they 
deserve their success. An amazing achievement that 
will live long in the memory. 
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Dance Festival  

 
On Wednesday 3rd April, a selection of children 
represented Branfil amazingly well at a Dance Festival 
at the Windmill Hall. They were awarded a certificate 
for embracing the spirit of dance so well as a group and 
performing well as a team! Over the past few months, 
the children have been working really hard to 
choreograph a routine to a song from the musical 
Annie. All of their hard practice was evident on the day 
and their performance demonstrated this.  
 
Different Holiday Dates  
 
We have recently become aware that Havering’s 
October half term holiday is different from a number 
of other neighbouring boroughs’.    We would ask those 
parents/carers who have children within schools in 
other boroughs, or who are employed in other 
boroughs, to ensure they check dates before booking 
any holidays as those taken in term time will be marked 
as unauthorised.   
 
Year 5 Parents – Secondary Transfer Meetings 
 
If you are a parent/carer of a Year 5 child, you must 
apply for a secondary school place between 1 
September 2019 and 31 October 2019.  
 
In order to make sure that every parent/carer is fully 
informed of the admissions process, Havering 
Admissions Service are inviting parents/carers to book 
onto and attend one of the free presentation evenings 
being held across the borough in July 2019.  

 
It is highly recommended that you attend one of these 
meetings. You will be provided with lots of useful 
information including details of key dates as well as 
details of when the secondary school open evenings 
are.  
 
To view dates, venues and to secure a place, please 
visit: www.havering.gov.uk/admissions/events. Please 
note, due to security at the venues, you will not be 
admitted to the venue without booking a place and 
providing your booking confirmation.  
 
The booking deadline is midnight on 30th June 2019. 

Brentwood School Open Morning  

The Brentwood School are holding an open morning on 
Saturday 8th June.  The morning includes tours of the 
school at 9.30am and 10.30am and an address by the 
Headteacher at 10.30am and 11.30am.   

Medical Appointments for children in school time 

If you have booked an emergency medical 
appointment for your child in school time, or you are 
bringing them into school late, please ensure you 
phone the office and inform them of your child’s choice 
of hot dinner.  Children who arrive having not ordered 
a dinner on time may need a packed lunch.   

Infant Music Festival  

On Friday March 29th, Year 2 took part in the Infant 
Music Festival. We walked, in the glorious sunshine, to 
Hacton school where it was taking place. Altogether 
there were 5 schools; Branfil, Upminster Infants, 
Hacton, Oakfields and Engayne. The theme for the 
festival was 'Space'. All schools learnt some songs to 

sing altogether and 
then one song to 
perform to the other 
schools. We really 
enjoyed the morning 
and the children were 
a credit to our school! 
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Lead Learners for Spring Term 

Congratulations to all our Lead Learners this term:  

KS1 

Jadyn R, Albie S, Samuel P, Lukas B, Bella C, Ruby M, 
Nikita P, Emily B, Liam H.   

KS2 

Miruna C, Luke D, Daniel G, Amber A, Lara G, Noah B, 
Joe G, Frankie L, Aimee C, Scarlett C, Olivia W,  Lily-Mae 
R.  

Spring Term House Points 

                           Tylers – 33 points  

Pages – 34 points  

                 Belhus – 40 points 

Cely – 23 points 

 

 
 
5th April  
 
Matilda P-A, Harry J, Maya E-E, Joshua P, Darcy SB, 
Sadie W, Noah M, Kamalesh K, Tommy W, Teddy M, 
George S, Henry M, Jason W, Olivia C, Olivia B, Owen 
M, Louis B, Jack W, Michael P, .  
 
12th April  
 
Mabel W, Paige W, Arthur H, Blake J, Jasmine B, 
George L, Lee H, Lexie-Mae F, Isabelle T, Gus C,George 
V, Jessica E, Israel B, Pheobe N, Ruby G, Chris G, Lucy 
H, Johnny H, Hayley P, Emily H, Charlie T.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=YOIUMl7b&id=BE418CCF013CCBB6FAC5169D0804681FC1336124&thid=OIP.YOIUMl7b6_t49q107PKJxgHaJO&mediaurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/5/7/6/v/i/M/hot-air-balloon-red-md.png&exph=299&expw=240&q=red+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608012834715993492&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=SfKQTXr9&id=9ACA8D1C19FA27559481FF2546725E0046C071F1&thid=OIP.SfKQTXr9aq6aC-FLnjXzegHaJN&mediaurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/o/7/9/H/x/S/hot-air-balloon-green-hi.png&exph=597&expw=480&q=green+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608011606332280244&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=w52qtBwE&id=2CBE6DE156A1C6F8BC8E191DBECE938C97C961C7&thid=OIP.w52qtBwEkqqLSyFfHhaUdQHaFj&mediaurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/hot-air-balloon-clip-art-png-hot_air_balloon_blue.png&exph=480&expw=640&q=blue+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608053014057519184&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=QkwyXNhF&id=E2B6A523198E210F331CC1F1342BEEEC180326C1&thid=OIP.QkwyXNhFSieJZLityBcpNgHaJN&mediaurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/h/1/E/I/n/y/hot-air-balloon-yellow-hi.png&exph=597&expw=480&q=yellow+hot+air+balloon+drawing&simid=608039433443149956&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Upcoming dates in the next fortnight 

 
Monday 29 April  School reopens 8.40 – 8.50 am whole school 

Wednesday 1st May  4 Birch swimming begins 

Wednesday 1st May Water Workshop for Yr3 & Yr4 

Thursday 2 May  Yr 1 Trip to Sealife Centre in Southend.   

Tuesday 7 May  Class Photos 

Tuesday 7 May  Spring Concert – Main hall – 7pm 

Wednesday 8 May  5 Aspen Parent visit to Gaynes School  

Wednesday 8 May  PTA Inflatables (after school) 

 
INSET DAY for 2018/19 Term – 3rd June 2019 

INSET Days for 2019/20 Term (agreed by Governors):  4th, 5th, 6th September 2019, 6th January 2020, 20th April 2020 
 


